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TEXT:  Romans 8:32 
THEME:  RICHLY AND DAILY PROVIDING…ALL I NEED TO KEEP MY BODY AND LIFE 

1. What He Provides     2.  What He Uses     3.  What He Removes 
 
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-how will he not also, 
along with him, graciously give us all things?  (Romans 8:32).  NIV84 
 
Dear Children of Our Heavenly Father: 
 

They hurried and scurried this way and that.  I had just run over an ant hill with the 
lawnmower and was looking at the results.  The sight made me wonder what we 
might look like from God’s point of view on high.  When God looks down from 
heaven, do we look like a bunch of ants scurrying and hurrying this way and that in 
our consternation and concern or do we look like his children who know how well the 
heavenly Father takes care of us? 
 
WHAT HE PROVIDES  Like some smorgasbord, Luther lays before us the many 
items that God provides richly and daily for our body and life.  He wrote:  “…richly 
and daily providing clothing and shoes, food and drink, property and home, spouse 
and children, land, cattle, and all I own, and all I need to keep my body and life.”  
Though we no longer spin and sew clothing in our homes or crudely cobble shoes 
on homemade lasts, we wear such items daily.  Thought most of us no longer plant 
potatoes or squeeze the milk from a cow, we are happy to find such commodities in 
the supermarkets and on our tables.  Though we no longer build homes from trees 
we have felled and logs we have split, a roof over our heads is still a necessity.  
Though many in the world have torn apart the family unit God intended, we realize 
how much of a building block it is for society.  Though land and cattle in more 
modern dress have become large and small businesses, mutual funds and 
investment portfolios, such items are basic for our economy. 
 
One important blessing from our heavenly Father we are thankful for especially 
today is our Lutheran Elementary School, Preschool, and Childcare.  We have a 
school and a safe place where our children, and children of the community, can 
flourish, grow, and learn what they need to know for this life and for eternity.  
Through the Christian education we provide here at Trinity, children are given an 
excellent foundation on which to build their earthly careers.  But most importantly, 
that foundation is laid on Jesus Christ, our Savior and the Savior of our children.  
What a tremendous blessing to learn of God’s love and power, grace and mercy, in 
every subject taught at our school!  What a tremendous blessing for our children to 
experience God’s love and concern, his discipline and patience, through Christian 
teachers!  That is a blessing God provides for 84 students in grades K-8, 33 
preschoolers, and 85 in Childcare at Trinity Lutheran School, Preschool, and 
Childcare. 
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For many of us, the problem is not that we don’t have such things but that we have 
grown accustomed to having them in abundance.  So many of us have eaten for so 
long from the smorgasbord table groaning under the weight of God’s plenty, that we 
have forgotten that important word need.  “All I need to keep my body and life,” 
Luther said, not “all I want.”  Then when the heavenly provider removes a dish or 
two from that table, when he doesn’t serve up for me the health and wealth, the 
money and goods, the house and business, the family circumstances I want, all I do 
is complain.  Instead of looking around at what I need and looking up at him who 
provides it, I grumble as if I’ve been shortchanged by his still more than generous 
hand.  Daily I need to see his hand behind it all.  Daily I need to see his wisdom 
dispensing the portions according to my needs. 
 
WHAT HE USES  My heavenly Father can do anything.  That’s what it means when 
I call him almighty.  Of course, he could multiply the bread in my cupboard and the 
meat in my fridge, as he once did the barley loaves and small fishes for the five 
thousand.  Certainly he could heal my diseases directly, as he once did for the lame 
and blind.  Miracles we call them, and they can still happen today. 
 
Far more frequently, though, my Father provides for me through what we call natural 
means.  He who once told Adam, “By the sweat of your brow you will eat your 
food” (Genesis 3:19) expects me to get a job and gain my daily sustenance in that 
way.  He expects us to financially support our school and teachers and not just 
suppose that it and they will somehow always be there.  He who once healed King 
Hezekiah’s fatal infection with a fig poultice (2 Kings 20:7) expects me to go to the 
physician and follow his or her advice.  The overly enthusiastic who expect God’s 
hand to open and provide without the callouses of effort on their own hands have no 
scriptural leg on which to stand.  The overly apprehensive who fail to see God’s 
hand behind their needed provisions are also heading for a fall.  The old adage still 
stands:  “Do your best and let God do the rest.” 
 
WHAT HE REMOVES  “Richly and daily providing…all I need to keep my body and 
life.”  Do I really believe those words, or do I sometimes weary myself with worry?  
My Father is not far off in the heavens—unawares, uncaring, and unavailable.  He’s 
right beside me with his hands wide open to provide for my needs.  When changing 
circumstances blur my focus on his providing hand, then more than ever I need to 
see the nail-pierced hands of his dearly loved Son.  How can a Father who did not 
spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-how will he not also, along with 
him, graciously give us all things?   
 
Are we ants scurrying and hurrying around in consternation and concern?  No!  
Rather, we are children casting all our anxiety on him, knowing that because we 
have stood beneath his Son’s cross, he cares for us!  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord Jesus, ascended Savior, you have commanded us to 
instruct the young in your saving truth.  Bless the schools of 
our church and all other agencies through which we work 
together to carry out that vital task.  Give wisdom to those 
who teach, and attentive ears and eager hearts to those who 
learn.  Grant that your saving Word may be passed down 
from one generation to the next, until all your lambs are 
safely gathered into your eternal fold. 
 
Heavenly Father, you richly and daily provide all that we 
need for our body and life.  We ask you, O Lord of the 
nations, look in mercy on our nation as we struggle with 
more discord and civil unrest.  Frustrate the plans of those 
who would stir up violence and strife, and bless the efforts of 
all who promote harmony and peace.  Give to our leaders 
and all in authority a special measure of wisdom and 
patience as they carry out their tasks, and grant that justice 
for all people may prevail throughout our land.  Help us as 
Christian citizens to reflect your love in all we do.  Let the 
preaching of your gospel, which alone can bring true peace 
to human hearts, be heard throughout our land.  Hear us for 
the sake of Jesus, the Prince of peace, our Savior, who 
taught us to pray: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER in modern language 


